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Introduction
At present, there are only two known amphistome species from ruminants in Argentina: Balanorchis anastrophus (Fischoeder 1901) , described by Szidat and Ostrowski in 1962 and Cotylophoron cotylophorum (Fischoeder 1901) , first reported by Racioppi et al. (1994) . Rodriguez Armesto et al. (2002) and Bulman et al. (2002) mentioned this last report in further studies with cattle, and Sanchez et al. (2005) did likewise in cattle and sheep. Despite these descriptions were based on the previous identifications of C. cotylophorum, detailed morphological characteristics were not included. Exhaustive descriptions of Cotylophoron sp. (Eduardo 1985) , as well as reports of amphistomes in the neighboring countries such as Uruguay and Brazil (Gonzalez Medina, 1975; Freyre, 1987; Costa et al., 1999) , led to believe ... that the species identified in Argentina as C. cotylophorum, could belong to another species. The main purpose of this paper was to re-examine some of the original specimens used by Racioppi et al. (1994) , which were identified as C. cotylophorum, and, considering histological and morphological characteristics, define its taxonomical classification. Besides, similar paramphistomid specimens (collected from cattle in another region of Argentina) are also described.
Materials and Methods
Eight formalin preserved samples of C. cotylophorum collected by Racioppi et al. (1994) from cattle in a slaughterhouse located in San Cayetano, Corrientes (27º25´S, 58º39´W), were evaluated for a second time. These specimens were compared with thirteen flukes obtained from cattle from Zárate (Buenos Aires) (34º05´S, 59º05´W). Specimens were collected during the necropsy of a calf. These were placed in hot saline solution, transferred to formalin solution (10 %), and preserved until their subsequent study. Both types of amphistomes were stained with hydrochloric carmine, dehydrated by series of ethanol, cleared in clove oil and mounted in Canada balsam. Three specimens from each of the two collection sites were placed in 70 % ethanol, dehydrated, embedded and sectioned (4 -5 μm) following standard histological procedures. Sections were stained with hematoxylin and eosin to search for muscular structures of taxonomical importance such as ventral sucker, pharynx and terminal genitalia. The nomenclature suggested by Eduardo (1982a) was used to describe the muscular structures. Measurements taken from whole mounted specimens and histological sections were expressed in millimeters by maximum and minimum (Table 1) Voucher specimens were deposited in the Helminthological collection of La Plata Museum, National University of La Plata, Argentina.
Results

Description
Paramphistomum leydeni Näsmark, 1937 Syn. Cotylophoron cotylophorum (sensu Racioppi et al., 1994) . (Figs 1 Ratio pharynxBody lenght 1:7.5 -8.4 1: 8.5 -12.8 1:9.7 -11.2 1:8.8 -11.3 1:6 -8.6
Ratio pharynxacetabulum 1:1.9 1:1.8 -2.7 1:2 -2.5 1:1.9 -3.9 1:1.9 -2. 
Discussion
The amphistomes previously classified as C. cotylophorum by Racioppi et al. (1994) , showed no similarities with the typical characteristics of the genus (Eduardo, 1985; Sey, 1991) , for instance, the absence of a true genital sucker (in C. cotylophorum, this structure is almost the same size as the pharynx).
The presence of a Paramphistomum type of acetabulum and a Liorchis type of pharynx, suggest that the studied specimens fit into the genus Paramphistomum. Within this genus and taking into account the pharynx type, the termi-nal genitalia structure (Leydeni type), the measures and general relations of the body and the characteristics of the muscular packages of the pharynx and acetabulum (Table  1) , the amphistomids previously reported by Racioppi et al. (1994) were included in the species Paramphistomum leydeni. The morphological features and dimensions of the both groups of amphistomes studied (re-examined specimens by Racioppi et al. (1994) , and new collected specimens from Buenos Aires), were coincident with the descriptions of P. leydeni (Näsmark 1937) by Eduardo (1982b) , and other papers that refer to this species (Sey, 1991; Costa et al., 1999) . In both cases, measures of mounted specimens are greater than those of histological cuts, due to the fact that the width of the parasites increases when they are compressed to observe the internal structures. The specimens found in hosts from Buenos Aires resembled those from Corrientes in their main morphological characteristics, showing only some minor differences in the length and width of the body. According to data from anamnesis, the Zárate (Buenos Aires) herd had never received animals from Corrientes or nearby regions. Thus, it is possible that the cycle of P.leydeni had developed within the farm itself. Even with the existence of Cotylophoron travassosi (Costa & Guimaraes, 1992) , described in neighboring Brazil, at this moment there is no firm evidence to support the actual presence of this genus in Argentina. Therefore the authors believe that the vast majority of the descriptions of the genus Cotylophoron published in Argentina could belong to Paramphistomum. In any case, the existence of other amphistomes in Argentina cannot be excluded, nor the existence of other species of the Paramphistomum sp. At present however, P. leydeni appears to be the most ubiquitous species in Argentina.
